
How Bureaucrats Run a Scam? 

 

I'm betting most of you have never heard of it, right? Well, let's peal the proverbial union back on this 

little morsel shall we? The CRSD, as it is affectionately known, is an entity housed at the University of 

Fort Kent (UMFK). Here is the website: https://crsd.umfk.edu.  It becomes apparent after doing a simple 

review of the webpages, the CRSD seems to be quite "inactive". Major links show reports, studies, etc, 

over 10 years old. The last posting seems to be back in 2015: 

 

 

 

The most important posting seems to be the biomass conversion that is now over 10 years ago: 

 

 

 

 

 

https://crsd.umfk.edu/


 

The employee page shows no employees: 

 

 

On the https://crsd.umfk.edu/about/ , they define clearly "Sustainable Development". Let's see if we 

can find similarity to other buzz words the UN loves to shove in our face: environmental services, 

diversity, landscapes, social justice, reserve and restore nature, design livable, resilient, and secure 

communities. Yes, I'd say whoever wrote this stuff up hit most of the Agenda 21 key buzzwords. 

https://crsd.umfk.edu/about/


 

 

 

 



The Center has three goals posted and number 3 caught my eye: "Train a technically competent 

citizenry to conduct the business of sustainability." I sure would like to know more about how UMFK is 

doing that, wouldn't you? Unfortunately, one has to wonder how an organization that has no 

employees, has no current data shared on its webpages, nor provides the status of its goals, whether it 

actually does anything at all. Questions that come to my mind include: 

 

1. Who is responsible for the Center for Rural Sustainable Development? Who supervises its output? 

2. What responsiblity to the taxpayers is demanded if their taxes pay for this entity to exist? 

3. Who is accountable for the production, output and operations of this organization? 

4. Why is there not any information available online as to the success or failure of its mission and goals? 

 

Obviously, some digging is required since we can't find much in the way of any answers to these 

questions. The website does give us a hint on who's running the center: 

 

Now we're getting somewhere. Mr. John Martin is the Director of the Center for Rural Sustainable 

Devlopment! 

 

jlmartin@maine.edu 



Let's see what the UMaine system says about the matter. In its 2019 Document: 

https://www.maine.edu/human-resources/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2020/02/Public-Information-

Document-11.26.19_accessible.pdf, we find the following on page 19: 

 

Let's do some math shall we? Mr. Martin is paid 30,085.20 as a .9 FTE (1874 hrs per annun or 36 

hrs/week). That's about $16.05 per hour. Ok, got it... 

But there's more. UMaine April 3, 2020 salary sheet : 

https://www.maine.edu/human-resources/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2020/04/Public-Information-

Document-4.3.20.pdf,  includes the following on page 21: 

 

 

 

Back to some math. Mr. Martin is now being paid $30,310.84 as a .5 FTE (1040 hrs, or 20 hours per 

week). That's $29.14 per hour by my math. 

If my math is right, within six months,  Mr. Martin received an hourly pay increase of $13.09 or 81% 

increase in pay, and he gets to work only 20 hours vs. 36 hours per week? 

https://www.maine.edu/human-resources/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2020/02/Public-Information-Document-11.26.19_accessible.pdf
https://www.maine.edu/human-resources/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2020/02/Public-Information-Document-11.26.19_accessible.pdf
https://www.maine.edu/human-resources/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2020/04/Public-Information-Document-4.3.20.pdf
https://www.maine.edu/human-resources/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2020/04/Public-Information-Document-4.3.20.pdf


Has anyone that you know gotten that kind of well-deserved increase in the last year? Most of your 

friends I suspect have suffered quite a bit given the lockdowns, business closures and the like, yet Mr. 

Martin has made out quite well from what we see in these documents. 

 

Is there any message we can get from what we now know about Sustainable Development and the 

Center for Rural Sustainable Development? 

 

1. UMFK has some explaining to do on why Mr. Martin is on its payroll as the Director for the Center for 

Rural Sustainable Development. Mr. Martin's own financial disclosure in 2019: 

https://www.maine.gov/ethics/sites/maine.gov.ethics/files/inline-files/Martin%2C%20John_HD151.pdf, 

he lists himself as an Assistant Professor of Political Science, but that's not how the UMaine system is 

apparently paying him. Why not list your correct title? 

 

2. Does UMFK have a vested interest in Mr. Martin's appointments on the Appropriations and 

Environmental Committees in Augusta? One might assume those committees are vital to the Center for 

Rural Sustainable Development's mission and goals. Is this a conflict of interest or not? You can decide. 

 

3. I find it understandable that given Representative Martin's busy schedule between teaching, being a 

Representative, serving on at least 12 boards and directing the CRSD, some things fall through the 

cracks. My guess his drop from 36 hours to 20 hours per week has taken some of the pressure off of him 

to produce anything worthy to share about CRSD initiatives with the public. 

 

4. Finally, as the WHO said it clearly in their 70s song, We Don't Get Fooled Again, I'm thinking it aptly 

applies here. A bureaucrat of 56 years, who knows the ins and outs, may think he still rules the roost and 

can get away with much. Yet Mr. Martin, I for one, have your number. You and your supervisor (if you 

have one at UMFK), have some explaining to do. I'm sure you will describe your Agenda 21 work as 

really important and for our best interests, we the voters better re-elect you or else... (lest you have to 

really work to get those 20 hours per week in at UMFK). By the way, is there a UMFK office I can find you 

at sometime to get more insight on your Rural Sustainable Development initiatives and successes? 

 

You now know how Sustainable Development has crept into District #151.  If you want honesty and 

integrity in Augusta, vote for me.  I will never lie to you or take a dime I didn't earn, just sayin... 

 

https://www.maine.gov/ethics/sites/maine.gov.ethics/files/inline-files/Martin%2C%20John_HD151.pdf


I finish this observation with this image of Mr. Martin with the original tech guru for our great state, 

Senator King...the computer guy for all our kids. But that's another story for another day. 

 


